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EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS PREVIEW
We invite you to explore the more than 40 educational opportunities you will experience
at CLEC 2021. Sessions have been grouped by themes—Education: Theory, Delivery,
Format; Program Management/Administration; Scientific Disciplines; StudentFocused/Holistic; and more.
All educational sessions will be recorded, and registered attendees will have access to
recordings for 30 days after the event. Each educational session is one contact hour of
P.A.C.E.® credit. Program dates and times will be published at www.ascls.org/clec.

EDUCATION: THEORY, DELIVERY, FORMAT
TALES FROM THE CLINICAL ROTATION FRONT: ARE YOU READY FOR ANYTHING?
SPEAKER: Paula Mister, MS, SM(ASCP)
Johns Hopkins Hospital
This session will describe several interesting situations that have occurred during student
clinical rotations at Johns Hopkins Hospital and how these experiences were handled
cooperatively between the programs and the clinical sites.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
COURSE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT, AND MAKEOVER 101: KEEPING IT CURRENT
SPEAKER: Daniel González, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSCCM
University of Texas Medical Branch
With constant changes in the field of laboratory medicine, educating new generations
of laboratorians requires paying close attention to developments in the field, shifts in
accreditation, and changes in certification and licensure. This session will present a systematic
approach and tools for course design, development, and updating.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
WE HAVE TO CHANGE WITH THE TIMES:
COURSE DELIVERY IN THE HYBRID PROGRAM
SPEAKERS: Jo Ellen Russell, MBA, MT(ASCP)
Panola College
Hybrid program format and alternate course delivery will be discussed, along with tricks and
tips to keep students engaged in proactive learning—online and with limited lab time.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
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EDUCATION: THEORY, DELIVERY, FORMAT

RESPONDING TO THE PANDEMIC: TRADITIONAL HOSPITAL-BASED MLS
PROGRAMS TO VIRTUAL PROGRAM ALMOST OVERNIGHT
SPEAKERS: April Orange, MM, MLS(ASCP)CM
McLeod School of Medical Technology
Delketria Drayton, MBA, MLS(ASCP)CM
Prisma Health
The pandemic caused traditional hospital-based MLS programs to transform into virtual
programs almost overnight. Many used free or inexpensive online resources because of
budget restrains felt by most hospitals. Learn how these program directors banded together
and figured out ways to make this virtual learning work for them and their students.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
USING A LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IN MLS HOSPITAL-BASED
PROGRAMS
SPEAKERS: Joan Polancic, MSEd, MLS(ASCP)CM
Denver Health School of Medical Laboratory Science
Theresa Tellier-Castellone, EdD, MLS(ASCP)CM
Chartercare
A popular learning management platform offers a free version that provides basic features
easily utilized to make materials available to students. See how you can deliver course
materials and utilize a gradebook, exams, assignments, and more. Examples will be shared
from two MLS programs along with tips on how to get started, allowing your program to be
more flexible in interacting with students.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND REMOTE ASSESSMENT:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
SPEAKERS: Esther Biswas, PhD, MB(ASCP)CM
University of Delaware
Subhasis Biswas, PhD
University of Delaware
Accrediting bodies require evidence that each component of knowledge delivered in a
program adequately prepares students to pass certification/licensure exams, and to practice
competently within that profession. This session reviews several learning management tools
in providing data-driven insight into student learning outcomes and exam security in face-toface and distance learning.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
ONLINE ANALYZERS FOR ONLINE INTERNSHIP
SPEAKERS: Ryan Cordner, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM
Brigham Young University
Haley Sheffield, MLS(ASCP)CM
Brigham Young University
The use of online analyzers has enhanced the BYU clinical internship by creating a virtual
clinical experience. Online analyzers simulate a clinical setting by producing random patient
results, both normal and abnormal. The analyzers allow students to practice QC procedures,
interpret and report results, and resolve discrepancies.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

SPEAKERS: Marietta Tomlin, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
The Valley Hospital
Carolina Vilchez, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMH(ASCP)CM
The Valley Hospital
An overview of our hospital-based program’s typical schedule for clinical rotations will be
discussed along with simulation modules that were already incorporated into some courses.
Virtual and simulation microbiology and hematology rotation activities, assignments, and
assessments will subsequently be described that were implemented out of necessity during
the pandemic.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
PANDEMIC RESPONSE TEAM—A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT TO RESCUE STUDENTS
IN THE CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
SPEAKERS: Michelle Briski, MEd, MT(ASCP)
Saint Paul College
Ashley Martin, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSH
North Hennepin Community College
Cancelations of clinical experiences left medical laboratory educational programs
scrambling to rapidly provide meaningful, appropriate virtual educational experiences for
students. Learn how the collaborative efforts of neighboring MLT programs successfully
developed and implemented activities that allowed students to complete their educational
programs on time and with required entry level skills/knowledge.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
STRATEGIES AND TOOLS TO DEVELOP LEGENDARY ONLINE COURSES
SPEAKER: Phyllis Ingham, EdD, MLS(ASCP)CM, AHI(AMT)
West Georgia Technical College
Online teaching is a big challenge, with many unique situations that are vastly different from
a face-to-face class format. This session will provide small teaching online ideas to assist you
in making the online experience more impactful for your students and provide actionable
insights you can build on in the online classroom.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
TIME FOR SOME R AND R: HOW TO USE RETRIEVAL PRACTICE AND REFLECTION
ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE STUDENT LEARNING
SPEAKER: Stephanie Cochrane, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Rutgers University School of Health Professions
Many times educators focus on getting information “in” students’ heads. However, to improve
learning and long-term memory, we should also focus on getting that information “out.”
This session will discuss how to use retrieval practice and reflection activities as a learning,
teaching, and study tool to boost student learning and help identify gaps in knowledge.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic

www.ascls.org/clec

EDUCATION: THEORY, DELIVERY, FORMAT

VIRTUAL AND SIMULATION LABORATORY ROTATIONS: A HOSPITAL-BASED
PROGRAM PERSPECTIVE

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION
GUILTY UNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AMONG COLLEGE
STUDENTS
SPEAKERS: Beth Warning, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM, AHI(AMT)
University of Cincinnati
Patricia Tille, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Cincinnati
Erin Rumpke, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Cincinnati
In an ideal world, academic integrity would not be an issue, but unfortunately academic
misconduct exists. This session will discuss innovative cases of students who stretched the
limits, review third party proctoring services, and pose examples of disciplinary action for
students suspected of violating academic integrity.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE SUCCESSION PLAN AND MENTORING NEW
PROGRAM FACULTY
SPEAKERS: Karen Brown, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Utah
Takara Blamires, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Utah
Diana Wilkins, PHD, MT(ASCP)
University of Utah
In the past 10 years, the Medical Laboratory Science Program at the University of Utah has
experienced a significant turnover of faculty, including changes to program officials. This
presentation will describe methods utilized in developing and implementing a successful
succession plan for the program and discuss strategies used in mentorship.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
IN-KIND SUPPORT RESOURCES AND DONATIONS FOR THE STUDENT LAB
SPEAKERS: Kathleen Finnegan, MS, MT(ASCP)SHCM
Stony Brook University
Leigh Belair, MEd, MT(ASCP)
University of Maine at Presque Isle
Laura Parendo, MBA, MAM, MT(ASCP)
Hibbing Community College
Lab training programs are expensive; it can be a challenge to teach best practices with
limited funding. We are frequently asked to do more with less and rely on vendors, affiliates,
and industry for donations. Presenters will share ideas, experiences, and a letter of
solicitation to obtain resources and grants.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic

SPEAKER: Leah Daily, MEd, MLS(ASCP)CM
Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center
This session will provide an overview of an MLS candidate selection process, highlighting
changes implemented for non-cognitive evaluation and selection outcomes.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
PRECEPTOR TRAINING TO IMPROVE STUDENT LEARNING AND THE
PRECEPTOR EXPERIENCE
SPEAKER: Angela Tarrant, MEd, MT(ASCP)SMCM
Otero Junior College
Preceptors are key in a positive clinical student-learning environment. If preceptors do not
know how to teach, they may dread their preceptor roles and feel stress and anxiety. This
session will provide tips to teach preceptors so that they can offer a valuable educational
experience for their students.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
COST SAVING CONSORTIUM PROGRAMS: WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW
CAN THEY REDUCE YOUR BUDGET?
SPEAKER: Alese Thompson, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Missouri Health Professions Consortium
Need to reduce your budget? Ever collaborate with other colleges and universities in your
area? Do you wish you had more help running your program or teaching specific courses?
If so, you may want to consider a consortium program model. This presentation will discuss
the ins and outs of a consortium-based program, including budget and how it can make a
program profitable.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
ON-RAMPS TO LEARNING—INCORPORATING ACCESSIBLE LEARNING PRACTICES
TO INCREASE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMES FOR ALL STUDENT
SPEAKERS: Carol Rentas, PhD, MT(ASCP)SC
George Washington University
Rachel Morris, PhD, MT(ASCP)
Michigan State University
The Americans with Disabilities (AD) Act (1990) requires the integration of persons with
disabilities into all facets of society, including healthcare careers. In this session, we discuss
the benefits of incorporating accessibility practices in medical lab curricula, methods to
ensure increased accessibility, and professional implications of increased compliance with
ADA requirements.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
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PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION

ASSESSING COGNITIVE AND NON-COGNITIVE ABILITIES IN MLS
APPLICANT SELECTION

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION

A TEAM COORDINATOR’S PERSPECTIVE ON PREPARING FOR A SITE VISIT
SPEAKER: Claude Rector, MA, MLS(ASCP)CM
Arkansas State University
This session will explore the process of preparing for a NAACLS site visit from a team
coordinator’s perspective. A basic guide will be shared to relieve the stress level associated
with a peer review of one’s clinical laboratory education program.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Advanced
LABORATORY SCIENCE JUNIOR FACULTY SURVIVAL KIT
SPEAKER: Letycia Nunez-Argote, MPH, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Kansas Medical Center
This presentation will provide perspectives and advice from junior faculty to those who have
just started to teach at the undergraduate level in clinical laboratory science programs. The
interactive format is designed to include faculty in the audience who can share their stories
and ask questions.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES
A BLENDED LEARNING MODEL FOR CLINICAL ROTATIONS
SPEAKER: Daniel González, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSCCM
University of Texas Medical Branch
The recent pandemic brought unprecedented challenges for clinical education, in some cases
forcing programs to delay graduation. During this session laboratory educators will review
the educational foundations for clinical rotations and evaluate tools to provide meaningful
and equitable clinical experiences when using a blended learning model for clinical
rotations.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
USE OF DIGITAL IMAGERY IN HEMATOLOGY: OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT OF CELL
MORPHOLOGY IDENTIFICATION
SPEAKER: Beth Rawson, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSH
University of Bridgeport
Traditional methods of judging student competency in morphology assessment lack
objectivity. By asking students to find and capture examples of specific morphologic elements,
it is possible to assess student understanding more effectively. Other uses of digital imagery
in hematology will also be discussed.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic

SPEED LEARNING PRESENTATION

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic

REVITALIZING THE LABORATORY ADMINISTRATION CURRICULUM
SPEAKER: Melissa Wyatt, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Eastern Kentucky University
The incorporation of active learning strategies into the laboratory administration course to
promote leadership within the medical laboratory science profession will be discussed. The
laboratory administration course provides the opportunity to mentor our future leaders and
encourage students to develop leadership roles.
STATISTICS, SPACE, AND STUDENT WORKING GROUPS:
BROADENING THE CURVE
SPEAKER: Virginia Hughes, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CMSBB
University of Delaware
A statistics and research design course transitioned from a traditional classroom to a
problem-based learning classroom leading to more group activities, student engagement,
and higher grades. Evaluation, implementation, and ideas for group activities will be
presented.
LEARNING REFLECTIONS IN CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE—THE USE OF
JOURNALING TO INCREASE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND RETENTION
SPEAKER: Hailey Westrick, MLS(ASCP)CM
Ascension - St. Elizabeth Hospital
Reflection journaling is an effective approach to engage students in their overall learning
experience. Critical reflection of learning and laboratory exercises allows students to bring
their learning full-circle and guides students to reach their goals. This session will demonstrate
various approaches to implement learning reflection into CLS curricula.
IN THE LAB WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE: VIRTUAL MICROBIOLOGY LESSONS AND
STAYING CONNECTED
SPEAKERS: Diane Cianciminio-Bordelon, MS, MT(ASCP)
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Brigid Shanley, MS, MT(ASCP)
Marist College
Student clinical laboratory rotations continued throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. When
testing shifted almost exclusively to COVID-19, students needed supplemental materials. This
presentation offers suggestions on how students can virtually replicate clinical laboratory
bench practices in the microbiology laboratory, access content, and remain connected to the
academic institution.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
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SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES

This group of three presentations will be 15 minutes each with Q&A at the end.

SPEED LEARNING PRESENTATION

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES

This group of three presentations will be 15 minutes each with Q&A at the end.
INTERACTIVE MICROBIOLOGY CASE STUDIES: A DIGITAL SUPPLEMENT FOR
MICROBIOLOGY LAB
SPEAKER: Lauren Brooks, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM
Nazareth College
This presentation will focus on a novel digital technique that is a modified case study
presentation. The customization and knowledge assessment of the technique will be
discussed, as well as the advantages as a supplement to microbiology lab at both hospitaland university-based programs.
FUNDAMENTALS OF MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTICS IN A RESOURCE
CONSTRAINED SETTING
SPEAKER: Elinette Albino, PhD, MT(ASCP)
University of Puerto Rico
Rapidly growing technology in molecular laboratories makes the implementation of an
up-to-date training program for medical laboratory scientists difficult. Attendees will learn
an approach to withstand the rapid changes in technology in the lab environment and still
make it as transparent as possible, quickly adapting to the situation due to the strong core
knowledge acquired.
STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING BLOOD BANK LABORATORY IN A UNIVERSITYBASED MLS PROGRAM
SPEAKER: Brad Pfaltzgraff, MLS(ASCP)CMMB
University of Kansas Medical Center
Blood bank student lab strategies vary between MLS programs due to difficulties in sample
preparation, challenges in simulating real-world workflows, and discrepancies among learner
results. This module aims to provide techniques to simplify sample preparation, authenticate
simulation experiences, and standardize learner outcomes to provide a better learning
environment for students.
WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT? SCAFFOLDING BLOOD BANK CASE STUDIES
SPEAKER: Grace Leu-Burke, MS, MT(ASCP)
University of Alaska Anchorage
This presentation will show how to scaffold blood bank case studies to evolve as they would
naturally occur in the clinical lab, allowing student decisions to dictate what the next step
would be, including missteps. Using this approach, the instructor can engage students as
together they decide, “What to do next.”
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN THE IMMUNOLOGY LABORATORY

Valerie Jalicke, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Thomas Jefferson University
This session will explore various laboratory activities to help students develop the necessary
knowledge and skills to practice in the clinical laboratory. Presenters will share both inperson and virtual lab exercises.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
INCORPORATING PATIENT BLOOD MANAGEMENT (PBM) INTO MLS TRAINING
SPEAKER: Laurie Gillard, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSBB
Rush University
The presentation will discuss the principles of Patient Blood Management (PBM) and how to
involve the MLS student in this interdisciplinary patient centered activity. An overview of PBM
will be covered and examples of student projects, the outcomes, and student experiences will
be shared.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
STUDENT-FOCUSED/HOLISTIC
WHEN SILENCE ISN’T GOLDEN: PSYCHOLOGICAL SAFETY IN
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
SPEAKER: Tera Webb, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Why are people hesitant to ask questions or voice concerns? Why do we self-censor and
remain silent? In this session, psychological safety, the prerequisite to speaking up, will be
explored against the backdrop of health professions education and practice.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
KILLING THREE BIRDS WITH ONE STONE: STAFFING STUDENT LABS,
STRENGTHENING STUDENT PROFESSIONALISM, AND RECRUITING FOR
OUR PROGRAM
SPEAKERS: Emilea Haddox, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Louisiana
Jessica Lasiter, MHIM, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Louisiana Monroe
Karen Williams, MT(ASCP)
Pathology Resource Network
This session will explore how one program uses two diverse courses to help produce jobready graduates and contribute to MLS program success. Our seniors prepare and help staff
our student laboratories, engage actively in program recruitment, and complete multiple
projects that strengthen their professional skills and laboratory operations experience.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
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SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES

SPEAKERS: Claude Rector, MA, MLS(ASCP)CM
Arkansas State University

STUDENT-FOCUSED/HOLISTIC

SPEED LEARNING PRESENTATION

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

This group of three presentations will be 15 minutes each with Q&A at the end.
THE EFFECTS OF PRECEPTOR CONTENTION AMONG STUDENTS DURING THEIR
CLINICAL EDUCATION
SPEAKER: LaDonna Moreland, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Rush University
The responsibility of the MLS professional is to provide students with the opportunity to
develop their professional skills in an appropriate environment by serving as preceptors and
clinical instructors. This session will discuss what happens when students encounter a negative
clinical experience due to preceptor contention.
WELLBEING AND RESILIENCY FOR MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES STUDENTS
SPEAKER: Christine Maleck, MT(ASCP)CG
University of Minnesota
Learn about a course developed to support MLS students in discovering techniques and
skills that they can develop to enhance their wellbeing and resilience as a student, which will
continue to serve them in their career as a healthcare professional.
MEETING THE NEEDS OF GEN Z
SPEAKER: Giti Bayhaghi, MHS, MLS(ASCP)CM
Augusta University
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Generation Z make up about 25 percent of the U.S.
population and by 2021 will account for one-fifth of the workforce. Leadership will need to
understand the work and benefits this generation will expect to recruit and keep these young
employees, who offer valuable skills and a fresh perspective.
SPEED LEARNING PRESENTATION

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

This group of presentations will be 15 minutes each with Q&A at the end.
CULTIVATING LABORATORY LEADERS THROUGH UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
SPEAKER: Tara Moon, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Undergraduate research opportunities benefit students, faculty mentors, and the university.
Incorporating a research project, along with a sound academic foundation, enables students
to contribute knowledge to the profession and develop independent critical thinking
and communication skills. The experience can influence and equip undergraduates for
professional service and leadership roles.
TEACHING AND MODELING PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR IN AN MLT CLASSROOM
SPEAKER: Marcella Fickbohm, MS, MT(ASCP)
Manhattan Area Technical College
Many new students have only worked at minimum wage jobs and do not know how to act
professionally. The classroom is a perfect place to teach and model professional behavior for
those students before they enter the work force.

SPEAKER: Samantha Peterson, MS, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of North Dakota
Have you noticed your students struggling with professional and behavioral skills? You’re
not alone! This presentation will take you on a journey of developing and embedding a
framework of professionalism throughout an entire curriculum. Suggestions for programmatic
standardization, alignment with essential functions and/or affective domain, and
incorporating meaningful evaluation and feedback will be discussed.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE-LEARNING IN MLS EDUCATION
SPEAKERS: Ana Oliveira, DrPH, MS
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Jenny Gao, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Alabama at Birmignham
Service-learning is one of the best practices in teaching, which involves a meaningful
practical experience, objectives aligned with the course objectives, and student reflections.
This presentation will cover the basics of service-learning pedagogy and use course examples
to discuss the challenges and opportunities of using service-learning in MLS education.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
MORE
A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BOC: AN OVERVIEW OF THE CERTIFICATION
EXAMINATION
SPEAKERS: Patricia Tanabe, MPA, MLS(ASCP)CM
American Society for Clinical Pathology
Kathy Finnegan, MS, MT(ASCP)SHCM
Stony Brook University
Susan Graham, MS, MT(ASCP)SHCM
The State University of New York Upstate Medical University
This session will include an overview of the Board of Certification (BOC) certification
examination, including exam development and guidance on using the resources provided by
the BOC.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
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STUDENT-FOCUSED/HOLISTIC

FOSTERING PROFESSIONALISM THROUGH FEEDBACK

BRIDGING THE GAP FOR RURAL LABS: CAN CLINICAL LABORATORY EDUCATION
PROGRAMS MAKE AN IMPACT?
SPEAKERS: Nathan Johnson, PhD, MASCP
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

MORE

Jason Key, MEd, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Lindsey Clark, MPH, MLS(ASCP)CM
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
This session will address the critical needs of rural laboratories and how clinical laboratory
training programs can help. Specific strategies will be discussed to include recruitment
of rural students, novel training programs, and determinants of success for rural clinical
laboratory students.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
SPEED LEARNING PRESENTATION

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate

This group of three presentations will be 15 minutes each with Q&A at the end.
DARE TO DREAM: A HIGH SCHOOL OUTREACH PROGRAM ON THE UW CAMPUS
SPEAKER: Heather Eggleston, MEd
University of Washington
Learn about a unique recruitment program created by the University of Washington’s
MLS academic adviser and other health science partners. Dare to Dream Health Sciences
Academy is a residential high school program for students from migrant communities in which
participants receive experiential learning and college prep sessions introducing them to MLS
and other health professions.
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR ME LATELY: MAKING PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS WORK FOR YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS!
SPEAKER: Aaron Odegard, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMSM
Baptist Health
This session will explore how membership and active participation in a professional
association can help you and your students. From enhancing your own promotion dossier to
exposing your students to the latest professional trends, there is a host of benefits to assure
your voices are heard.
HRSA SDS GRANT: HOW FUNDING HELPED OUR STUDENTS
SPEAKER: Georgia McCauley, PhD, MT(AMT)
Winston-Salem State University
The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) provided a funding opportunity
in 2020 for Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students (SDS). This funding increases diversity
in the health professions to provide students from disadvantaged backgrounds with financial
need, including students who are members of racial and ethnic minority groups. The
presenter will share funding priorities and student experiences their grant funding provided.

PROMOTING THE MLS PROFESSION THROUGH A SUMMER
IMMERSION PROGRAM
SPEAKERS: Cliff Cymrot, MHA, MLS(ASCP)CM
The George Washington University

This session will provide an overview of the summer program and discuss how this type of
program can be a useful strategy to promote the laboratory science profession to STEMminded students as they begin to consider baccalaureate degree options.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
GRADUATE FUTURE LABORATORY LEADERS SKILLED IN
INTERPROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION
SPEAKER: Marisa James, MA, MLS(ASCP)CM
North Kansas City Hospital School of Medical Laboratory Science
Today’s laboratory students will likely advance to leadership positions quicker than
previous generations. This session will provide several ideas and strategies you can easily
implement in your program, including projects designed to develop strong interprofessional
relationships, improve communication skills, and provide students with multiple opportunities
to practice powerful leadership tactics.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Intermediate
DISCOVERY ACADEMY PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS
SPEAKERS: Tiffany Anderson, MLS(ASCP)CM
Indian Hills Community College
Stacie Mason, MSEd, MLS(ASCP)CM
Indian Hills Community College
We recently launched Phlebotomy and Clinical Laboratory Assistant Programs with high
school students. This presentation will cover what worked, what didn’t, and how we have laid
things out. These programs have been a great way to promote our field to students earlier
and helped some, who may not otherwise attend college, earn a college certificate.
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Basic
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Marcia Firmani, PhD, MT(ASCP)MB
The George Washington University

